ﬁn Meadowlands Death

Y Quth WasM urdered, They Claim in Suit

. By ROBERT HANLEY

Special to The New York Times

HACKENSACK, N.J. Jan, 28 —
The parents of a college sophomore
who was fatally injured’ during a
Grateful Dead concert at the Mead-
owlands Sports Complex in 1989 have
asserted that their son was murdered
by security guards.and charged that
New Jersey law-enforcement offi-
cials conspired to cover up.the crime,

In dacuments filed recenuy as evi-
dence ih a civil suit in New Jersey
Superior Court here, Jay and Linda
Katz of South Orange contend that
the state officials withheld evidence
and obstructed justice to stymie a
homicide investigation in the death of
their son, Adam, 19, a University of
Hartford student, and to make it ap-
pear that he either commitled suicide
or died accidentally after taking the
hallucinogen LSD at the Oct. 14, 1989,
. concert.

Thexr cover-up accusation adds a
"I surprising new element to a puzzling
and . controversial case that has lin-
gered unresolved for nearly four and
a half years, Lrapped in a legal limbo
by one coroner’s finding of murder
and -another's contradicting report
that” Mr. Katz's death many have
been drug induced. Now Mr. and Mrs.
Katz contend as part of a court fight
to collect financial damages that the
investigative paralysis
from an image-protection plot in 1989
by the state Attorney General’s of-
fice, the state police and the Bergen
County Prosecutor’s office.

The couple's lawyer, Beth G. Bal-
dinger,.suggested in an affidavit sub-
mitted for an upcoming civil court
trial here that the state may have
tried to cover up the details of the
accident ‘10 protect the reputation,
integrity and financial value of its
Meadowlands Sports Complex.

. ““The murder of Adam Katz by
Burns security guards was a blemish
it could ill afford, hence, the cover-up
of the truth about Adam Katz's
death," the court papers stated.

‘It’s all nonsense’

Morris Zucker, a lawyer represent-
ing New Jersey and the Sports and
Exposition Authority, a state agency
that operates the spons complex,
scoffed at Ms. Baldinger's charge.

"1 totally deny there's any cover-
up,” Mr. Zucker said in an interview,
"There are just too many holes in
their ¢ase in my opinion. There is rio

proof of a cover-up. It!s.all nonsense. 1.

believe the Sports Authority is in no

way responsible for this-yourng man’s -

tragic death.”
The Katzes’ suit contends that the
cover-up occhrred afler state offi-

cials asked New Jersey s chief ' Medi:

stemmed

. said.the, teen agex:;

cal Examiner,
review an autopsy report by Dr. Lou-
is V. Napolitdno, an assistant Bergen
County Medical Examiner. That au-
topsy concluded that Mr. Katz was
murdered, but the suit contends that
state officials did not provide Dr,
Goode with documents supporting the
homicide finding.

Citing. witness stalements, inter-
views and an F.B.L report, Ms. Bal-
dinger ‘argued in her affidavit’ that
guards employed by Burns Interna-
tional Security Services {orcibly
evicted Mr, Katz from the Byrne
Meadowlands Arena during a break
in the concert, surrounded him and
beal him in a pakag lot, drove him

from. arena grounds- in-a,van and . -

diimped him, mortally injured; i -the .| -

middle nor thbound lane of Route 120, :

a, hlghwag mat runs between the
7 iy g

. lab-exam: deter-

ered from ‘Mr. Katz's snéaker was

similar to fibers’in the carpets in two". .’

of the vans bemg used by the guards
that night, -

A ‘motorist-found Mr. Katz, unicon- °

scious,-about '9:30 P.M. on the road-
way, ‘about 10 feet from.an overpass:
He was:lying on" his back, his.head
poinfed toward onccmmg Lramc m a
spread-eagle position. ~.. .

M, Katz died.a’ day. latel on Oct.

15, Allér anautopsy the next: day Dr.-

Napolitano declar ed the death a hom-

idad-]i.")-yearéold |
kill himself, or was
he fatally beaten?

icide. The only injury he found was a
single linear fracture on the top of
Mr. Katz' skull, which, he said, had

* been inflicted by a b]ow wuh a blunt

instrument.

At the xequest of New Jersey’s
Attorney General al the time, Peler
Perretti, Dr. Goode reviewed D1 Na-
politano's report and reported on

Nov. 14, 1989, that Mr. Katz died of a..
suffered after he .

fractured skull )
plunged from the bridge — in either a
jump or a Tall = and hit his head on
the pavernent of Route; 12

Accmdmg Lo comt p pers;;
he based that conclusion on’ two fac
tors - a report that Mr. Katz hat

“licked LSD and was having a bad’
trip" during the concert and a labora-* -

tory report that Mr. Katz's brain tis-
sue contained 8 nanograms of LSD, A
nanogram is one-billionth of a gram.

Dr. Robert Goode, 0

mined thata,red nylon fiber" recov-.

|
!
K]

Parents Allege Conspiracy

"*he Karz lawsuit takes sharp ex-
eption: to Dr.. Goode's finding of a

“plunge-from -the-biridge, principally

because Dr. Napolitano found only
one injury — the fracture on the top of

. Mr Katz’s skull. There, was no dam-
.age o the youth's neck or

spine,
whith, the suit argues, is inconsistent
with someone's falling about 25 feet
and landing directly on the top of his
head. In addition, Dr. Napolitano said
he found no cuts or abrasions on the
body and no grit or debris from the
highway embedded in the head

- wound, Ms, Baldinger's court papers

say.

 In another ,apparent dlscrepancy
between the two coroners’ findings,
Dr. Napolitano said in his reports that
no residue of marijuana or LSD was
detected in the contents of Mr. Katz's
stomach, according to court docu-
nents.

Last August, during preparation
for the upcoming trial, in which the
Katzes' are seeking an unspecified

; -.amount in ;damages, Ms. Ba]dmgerw: ‘

and the Katzes' other lawyer, Albert

|- Stark, -subpoenaed Dr. Goode and

asked How he became involved in'the
case. He said he had received phone
.calls fromi a state police detective and
the Bergen County Prosecutor at the
time, John G. Holl. Then, he said, Mr.

Penem the slate Attorney General
in late 1989 Vvisited his office.

Ms. Baldinger’s affidavit said the
state lelCQ the Bergen County Pros-
ecutor's office and the Attor ney Gen-
elal did not provide Dr.- Goode -a

“‘substantial body of evidence” fo re-
view for his report. One document the
suit said he did not receive was de-
scribed as an “accident.re-construc-
tion’’ report by the prosecutor’s of-
fice.

StatementIs Cited

Another was a 1989 statement by a
Jersey City youth, Roberto Ayala,
who was 16 at the time, that a Burns
guard, Shih Chang Sun, told him-that
he was present when other guards hit
Mr. Katz's hedd against a van in the
arena parking lot and then continued
beating him inside the van. Mr. Ayala
quoted Mr. Sun as stating that he
drove the van from the arena grounds
with Mr. Katz and the other guards in
it .and ‘'they just dropped ‘him off
someplace.” ’

Burns International Security Serv-
ices has agreed to an out-of-court

settlement on behalf of several of its

als, and guards accused in the

- lawsuit, including Mr. Sun. Lawyers

1 1o disclose the amount of
‘involved or:discuss published
3 it totaled $1.5 million,

the judge hearing the case,
' E. Hamer, of New Jersey Su-
Court, has xe]ected the'Katzes’
uest for puritive damages from
s‘pox ts complex on the ground that
the ‘complex failed to take action to’

‘| prévent security guards from physi-

cally and verbally abusing Meadow-
lands patrons.
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